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O n August 12, 2008, Danbury, and the Lions Club of Danbury lost not only a native son, but a living 
history book.  A Lion for 65 years, Milt was not only a member or the Lions Club of Danbury, Con-
necticut, USA; but also a Charter Member of the Lions Club of Danbury, Essex, England, UK.  The 

Lions of both Danbury Clubs claim bragging rights that they had as one of their members, the Oldest Serving 
Lion in the world..  Lion Clubs International does not have records as to the oldest serving Lion, so we 
claimed him on both Sides of The Pond! 
 
Danbury, CT Lion Nancy Manion wrote the following of Milt in The Lions Club of Danbury’s newsletter, The 
Jungle Jottings, in January, 2001.  Two updates were added in February and June 2003. 

Milt would like to be thought of as a true Danburian. 
“There’s no other place I’d rather live than Danbury. I love this city.” 

In addition to being a Lion, Milt has been a long time member of the First Congregational 
Church of Danbury where he holds the title of Treasurer Emeritus.  He is also a member of the  

Profile of a Nonagenarian 
R. Milton Boyce  was born in Danbury on November 11, 1910, making him 92 years old.  Not 
only is Milt our oldest member in terms of his age, but by joining this club in March 1943, he 
holds the unique distinction of being our longest serving member as well, with 60 years of ser-
vice and a meeting attendance record that is an inspiration to all.  Milt was sponsored into the 
club by Bob Watson.  Milt is a Melvin Jones Fellow.  At our luncheon meeting of June 26, 2003, 
Fran Evans resigned as President of our club.  The Board of Directors nominated and unani-
mously elected Milt to fill Fran’s unexpired term.  Milt is, therefore, officially a Past President of 
our club. 
Milt has been married to his wife, Mildred, since October 22, 1938.  They celebrated 64 years of 
marriage last year.  Milt and Mildred have three sons and six grandchildren. 
Milt attended Bay Path College in Springfield, MA, where he majored in accounting and finance.  
Later Milt was employed by Bard Parker Manufacturing where he moved through the ranks from 
Accountant to Controller to Treasurer to Director of Operations, retiring in 1968. 

Continued on page 2 
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At the Lions Club of Danbury’s 80th Anniversary Celebration held in September 2007, Lion Milt Boyce was 
presented with a Progressive Melvin Jones diamond pin in addition to having his beloved partner-in-service, 
his wife of 68 years, Mildred Boyce, who passed away earlier that year named a Melvin Jones Fellow. 
 
Below is Lion Milt’s obituary as it appeared in The News Times.  It is reprinted here with the kind permission 
of The News Times. 

Masons, the Odd Fellows and the Ridgefield Country Club, where he’s been a member for 52 
years, and Milt was formerly a member of the Danbury Club, which no longer exists.  Milt held 
the office of President of the Danbury Club.  With the single exception of the Masons, Milt has – 
at one time or another – served as Treasurer of each of the clubs and organizations he has be-
longed to. 
 
Milt also served on the Board of Estimates and Taxation for 10 years, setting the mil rate and 
approving the city budget. 
 
Milt has also served this city’s people through government work. He served on the Board of Al-
dermen for six years holding the office of President of the Board for four of those six years.  
Milt has also volunteered his services to Danbury Hospital. For 25 to 30 years from the mid 
1950’s into the 1980’s, he served on the Finance Committee. Part of that time he also served 
on the Auditing Committee and the Personnel Committee. Milt was also Vice President of the 
Board of Managers for one year. 
With all of this, Milt feels his most important accomplishment was serving under Mayor Thayer 
Bowman (one of our deceased Lions), as Chairman of the Consolidation Committee, to see to 
the smooth unification of the city and town of Danbury, a job that was accomplished with com-
plete success due to the skills of the committee. 
 
Milt was on the committee that originally set up the system to collect tickets for the Danbury 
High School football games, and he was one of the original members of the Lions Sliding Com-
mittee, which arranged with the city police to close off Washington Avenue in the winter so the 
local children could go sledding (sliding) safely down Washington Avenue. 

Originally Ran 1/1/2001 
Updated 2/22/2003 
Updated 6/26/2003 

R. Milton Boyce dies at 97, Danbury business and civic leader 
 
Born Robert Milton Boyce, most in Danbury knew him as "Milt".  The second child of Harry 
Milton Boyce and Grace Belle Sayer, he used his financial and business skills to help local busi-
nessmen and community service groups better manage their businesses.  He was a strong be-
liever in the benefits of education and community service.  Milt graduated from Danbury schools 
before studying accounting and finance at Bay Path College, Longmeadow, Mass.  In June 2008, 
Bay Path College honored him with their Lifetime Achievement Award given to alumnae for 
extraordinary professional and lifetime achievement. 
 
After graduation in 1931, Milt had a difficult time finding an accountant's job in the depression 
period, so he worked for a Long Island road contractor, then a local hat factory before an ac-
countant's position became available at Bard Parker.  He started in 1933, now considered to be  
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the peak of the depression, as a junior accountant.  Once in his chosen field, he soon mastered a 
passion for cost accounting and the tax codes.  By 1935, he became the Chief Accountant.  In 
1968, after 35 years of service, he retired from Bard Parker, which had become part of Becton 
Dickinson.  He was their Director of the Bard Parker Operations.  After retirement, he continued 
to provide financial consulting to the Parker family, as well as many others in Danbury.  From 
July 1962 to November 1980, he was an active Trustee for the Union Savings Bank. 
 
Milt joined the Danbury Lions Club in 1943 and was their oldest member.  In addition, he volun-
teered for the Red Cross and Community Chest (United Way) and was on The Salvation Army 
Advisory Board.  He was quite proud of his years of service for the Town of Danbury and the 
Danbury Hospital.  During his tour there was substantial growth in Danbury, and he was part of  
the planning process.  He served six years as City Alderman and its Chairman for four years.  He 
was on the Danbury Common Council, the former City Board of Estimate and Taxation for ten 
years, the Joint Tax Board and Fire Commissioner for the Danbury Fire Department.  In 1962-
63, he was appointed by former Mayor Thayer Bowman to Chair the City-Town Consolidation 
Commission.  His leadership enabled the Commission to consolidate the Town of Danbury and 
the City of Danbury into a single modern government.  From 1950 to 1980, he also served on the 
Danbury Hospital Board of Managers holding positions as Vice President and Trustee.  In addi-
tion, Milt was a long term and active member of the First Congregational Church, having served 
several years as its Treasurer.  He served as President of the former Danbury Club, and Treasurer 
and Board member of the Ridgewood Country Club.  He was a Mason at the Union Lodge, an 
active member of the Odd Fellows and the Citizens Hose Company No. 6. 
 
Milt was married to Mildred Taylor for 68 years until her death on 1/5/07.  They shared a history 
and love for Danbury, as many of their ancestors had lived in the greater Danbury area.  They 
are survived by their three sons:  David Milton and his wife, Dana Brough Boyce, and their chil-
dren Sara Brigham Boyce, Alexander Milton Boyce, and his wife Natasha Foy; John Robert and 
his wife, Kathy Ocif Boyce, and their daughter Rebeca Boyce; and Alan Taylor and his wife, 
Carol Weniger Boyce, and their children, Christopher and his wife Amy, Alison Boyce Katz and 
her husband Aaron, and their son Benjamin, Peter and his daughter Chloe.  Milt's brother Rich-
ard predeceased him. 
 
The funeral will be held at the First Congregational Church, 164 Deer Hill Avenue, August 16, 
2008 at 11 AM.  Burial will follow at the Wooster Cemetery.  The family will receive friends at 
the Cornell Memorial Home, 247 White Street, from 5 to 8 p.m. 
 
In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the Danbury Lions Club or the First Congrega-
tional Church. 

Continued from page 2 

The members of the Lions Club of Danbury extend our condolences and thanks to David, Alan, and, John 
Boyce and their families.  Our condolences for your loss and ours; our thanks for sharing Milt, and many times 
Millie, with us for 65 years. 
 
Whenever I, or anyone, greeted Milt by saying “Hi, Milt, it’s good to see you.”, he would always reply “It’s 
good to be seen.”  Milt, it was always good to see you. 
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The Candlewood Lions Club of New Fairfield sadly announces the passing of one of its very special members, 
Lion Jean Knopf, who lost her courageous battle with ALS, also known as Lou Gehrig's Disease on July 29th.  
She was 58 years old. 
 
Lion Jean "was a dedicated Lion who was able to lead us in our most successful years as Candlewood Lions", 
commented incoming President, Lion Rob Farella. 
 
From 2005-2007, Lion Jean led the club as President, having received Lionism's most distinguished service 
awards, the Melvin Jones Fellow, named for the Lions' founder, and the Connecticut Knight of the Blind.  She 
was also a 100% President, having fulfilled every requirement from Lions International during her two years 
as President. 
 
She sponsored two family members, Lion Pat Hoffkins, her aunt and Lion Pat B. Hoffkins, her cousin, who 
became Candlewood Lions. 
 
Jean Knopf was an Assistant Vice-President of the Union Savings Bank in Brookfield.  She was also a devoted 
mother to her son, Dan and loving grandmother to Karigan and Kaileigh.  She is also survived by her brothers, 
Roy and Donald, an aunt, Peg Farley and Martha Pixley, a devoted friend of 50 years who cared for Jean in her 
final days. 
 
"Our club is as strong as our members ..... Keep our club strong", was her motto as President.  In her honor 
Lion President Rob Farella would like to make this the Candlewood Lions' official motto. 
 
Lion Jean Knopf exemplified and fulfilled the International Lions' motto, "We serve."  She will be greatly 
missed. 

In Memoriam 
Jean Knopf 

 
Lion Alice Hoxie, Lion Jean Knopf’s Sponsor 

Lion Jean received the Connecticut Knight of the Blind 
Award from Lion Judy Daninhirsch at the Installation 
Brunch at the Redding Road House in June 2007, as 
she was leaving the Presidency. 
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Candlewood Lions 4TH Annual 
Drive for Sight Car Rally 

 

Lion Alice Hoxie 

Start your engines!  Local residents will have the fourth opportunity to join the Candlewood Lions "Drive for 
Sight", a car rally, on Sunday, October 19, 2008.  This event is held to benefit Lions' sight-related projects, 
while giving participants a fun way of spending a Sunday afternoon in the country, rain or shine. 

The rally is especially enjoyable for families and friends who ride in the same vehicle and help in answering 
the "scavenger hunt-type" questions as they take in the fabulous fall foliage.  (For safety purposes all observa-
tions can be made without leaving the vehicle).  A route has been developed to give folks an opportunity to 
travel over roads that are probably unfamiliar.  Directions must be followed to make it "home". 

Vehicles will leave the New Fairfield Senior Sunshine Center at 1 PM.  The route will cover about 50 miles 
and should take no more than 2 hours to complete.  Refreshments will be served at 4 PM at the Center, where 
trophies will be awarded to those who get the most correct answers, while not exceeding the speed limit 

Last year 30 vehicles participated in the road rally.  The Candlewood Lions hope more will join in the fun this 
year.  There is no requirement for advance reservations.  Just bring a vehicle, $30 and show up by 1 PM at the 
Senior Center parking lot.  If you would like to let the Lions know that you will be there or for further informa-
tion call Lion Bob Gyle at (203)746-6562. 

Come join the Candlewood Lions Road Rally, a Drive for Sight and Start your Engine. 

Winners of the 2007 Candlewood Lions Drive for 
Sight Car Rally 
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SHARE INFORMATION ON YOUR PROFESSION OR TALENT BY 
PLACING YOU BUSINESS CARD IN THE DISTRICT PRIDE 

 
Post Your Business Card Here 

 
For $25 your Business Card will be posted in The Pride and on the web for 12 months.  Just 
send a check with your business card - DO NOT STAPLE OR TAPE THE CARD - to CS , 
PDG Jim Bennett.  Mail to: 
 CS, PDG Jim Bennett 
 11 St. John Street 
 North Haven, CT  06473 
 
 
Please note:  Cards received but not published will be published as of October 2008.  Sorry for the inconven-
ience.  This was do to a technical problem. 

Save the Dates 
Lions Low Vision Center Meetings 

2008-2009 
 

Wednesday November 12, 2008 7:30 PM 
Wednesday January 14, 2009 7:30 PM 
Wednesday March 11, 2009 7:30 PM 
Wednesday May 13, 2009 7:30 PM 
 
All meetings will be held at Connie’s Restaurant, Elizabeth Street, Derby, CT. 
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Club Happenings at a Glance 
District 23A 

See Club Flyers For  
Additional Information  
Posted On The Web At: 

www.lions23a.org or www.district23a.org 

See Club Flyers And Additional Information For 
Club Happenings In Districts 23B & 23C 
Posted On The Web At:  www.ctlions.org 

NORTH HAVEN LIONS CLUB 
 

Wine Tasting 
Friday, October 24, 2008 

5:00 - 7:00 PM 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
(at the top of the Green) 

3 Trumbull Place 
North Haven, CT 

 
$15.00 Per Person 

 
For Information or Tickets Please Contact 

Marie-Anne Barnhart     248-6948 
fizeder@yahoo.com 

VALLEY GOLF CLASSIC 
 

Annual Golf Tournament 
Monday, October 13, 2008 

11:00 AM Shotgun Start 
 

The Golf Course at Oxford Greens 
Oxford, CT 

 
$700 per Foursome  $175 for Individual Player 

 
For Player & Sponsor Information Please Call 

Rose Marie Spatifore     203-446-9150 

SEYMOUR LIONS CLUB 
 

Annual Benefit Car Show 
Judge Show 

 
Sunday, October 19, 2008 

8:00 AM Registration 8:30 AM General Admission 
 

M. P. I. Corporation 
Silvermine Industrial Park 

Seymour, CT 
 

For Information Please Call 
Frank DeLio     203-387-0530 

BRIDGEPORT 
NORTH BRIDGEPORT CLUB 

 
WINE TASTING 

 
Friday, October 10, 2008 

7:00 PM 
 

Vazzy’s 19th Hole 
Fairchild Wheeler Golf Course 
2390 Easton Turnpike, Fairfield 

 
Hors d’oeuvres, Entertainment by Music Mania 

Disc Jockeys 
 

$25 per person 
 

For Information Please Contact 
Tom Veneruso     tomven@aol.com 

Nick Framularo     framularolaw.@aol.com 
Bob Dortenzio     Dortenzio@sbcglobal.net 

CANDLEWOOD LIONS CLUB 
 

4th Annual Drive for Sight Car Rally 
Sunday, October 19, 2008 

1:00 PM 
 

The Senior Center in the Heritage Plaza 
New Fairfield, CT 

 
$30 per Vehicle 

 
For Information Please Call 
Bob Gyle     203-746-6562 
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Club Happenings at a Glance 
District 23A 

See Club Flyers For  
Additional Information  
Posted On The Web At: 

www.lions23a.org or www.district23a.org 

See Club Flyers And Additional Information For 
Club Happenings In Districts 23B & 23C 
Posted On The Web At:  www.ctlions.org 

NEWTOWN LIONS CLUB 
 

60th Anniversary Celebration 
 

Saturday, November 15, 2008 
6:30-10:30 PM 

 
Capellaro’s Grove 

Bethel, CT 
 

$79 per Couple 
 

For Information Please Call 
John Christiansen 203-426-8990 

DANBURY LIONS CLUB 
 

19th Annual 
Peter Winter Memorial Charity Breakfast 

Wednesday, December 10, 2008 
7:30 AM 

 
The Amber Room Colonnade 

Danbury, CT 
 
 

For Information Please Call 
Ken Saloom     203-426-5804 
Kate Shea        203-743-4311 

BROOKFIELD LIONS CLUB 
 

Charity Breakfast 
 

Friday, November 21, 2008 
7:30 AM 

 
Capellaro’s Grove 

Bethel, CT 
 

For Information Please Call 
Robert Rascona     203-775-1225 

DANBURY LIONS CLUB 
 

Oktoberfest 
Wine Tasting and Dinner 

Saturday, October 25, 2008 
6:00 PM 

 
The Holiday Inn 

Danbury, CT 
 

$33 per Person 
 

For Information Please Call 
Joan Bielizna     203-743-6179 
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If you would like an event covered by an article in this publication, please submit it as an attachment in 
WORD or PUBLISHER to an e-mail addressed to pdgjim98@snet.net.  Please make sure that you include 
DP 23A in the subject or reference area of the e-mail.  All photos should be in jpg format and submitted as 
individual attachments.  Please name or title the photos.  If any text goes with the photos, please put it in 
Word format as stated above.  Reference the photo name, title, number, etc. in the description/caption.  Any  
questions, please contact the Editor of the District Pride for 2008-2009, PDG Jim Bennett. 

NOTE:  The Publisher has informed us that the absolute DROP DEADLINE for the October 
2008 District Pride is 18 October 2008!  She will not accept any articles or photos after that 
date.  All articles and photos must be submitted following the guidelines stated above.  Please 
remember:  We really like to keep our Publisher happy! 

District Governor 2008-2009 
DG Joan Bennett 
11 St. John Street 
North Haven, CT  06473 
 

203-234-8531 
lionjoanbennett@snet.net 

Who’s Who At The District Pride 2008-2009 

Publisher 
Joan Bielizna 

joanrealtor@snet.net 

Editor 
PDG Jim Bennett 

pdgjim98@snet.net 

Webmaster 
Ernie Harrington 
ech105@snet.net 

Visit us online at:  www.lions23a.org or www.district23a.org 


