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JUNGLE JOTTINGS
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Our own Kurt Miller, CPA, MST, was our speaker (

at the meeting of the fOHe gave us a brief over-
view of the changes in the tax laws for this year, of
which there are many.

Since this editor majored iand taught English, s
asks your forgiveness in not being able to report in
any intelligent manner what on earth Kurt was talk-
ing about.

To make things simple, following is a list of topics
covered, but unfortunately, without explanation.

Foreclosure relief

AMT

Refundable AMT Credit

Home mortgage insurance deduction

2007 deductible IRA’s and Roth IRA’s
2007 reduction in itemized deductions
Charitable contributions

Increased Section 179 expense deduction
Standard mileage rates

Increased contribution limit for 401(k) plans
Reduction in capital gains tax rates

2008 tougher child tax shelters

Reduction in dividend tax rates

Increased IRA contribution limits

2008 deductible IRA’'s and Roth IRA’s
2008 reduction in itemized deductions
Home sale exclusion for a surviving spouse

It's important that you talk to your qualified tax
preparer about any new developments in your fi-
nancial statusvhen it happens or, if possible, bet

it happens. He can better help you with your finan-
cial planning the sooner such changes are known.

Not above you, not beneath you, but with you.
)*

Great News! We have paid for the Raffle Prizes.
Now it's time for our club to make a profit. I's

make this Raffle one of our most successful in
many years. In order to accomplish this feat, we
need 100% patrticipation and cooperation for every
member in our club.
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We have sold 1987 tickets as of 4:00 p.m. January
31 this afternoon. We still have 32 (320 tickets)
books of tickets to distribute. Let’s get these tickets
sold to reach the 100% patrticipation level. To date,
41 members of our club have not joined in this
campaign. In order to do so, you can mail your re-
turns to the Lions Club of Danbury, P.O. Box 461,
Danbury, CT 06813 or bring in your returns to our
weekly meeting.

Please make every effort to get your tickets in as
early as possible and avoid the last minute rush
drawing will be held at the Danbury Holiday Inn on
February 7, 2008, at 1:00 p.m.

If you have any questions or need additionaletisk
you can contact me at 203-746-4910 or at
geraldjhofmann@aol.com

The top sellers to date are:

Frank Molinaro 253
Mike Kallas 162
Mike Michael 157
Howard Schulze 120
Nancy Manion 80

I need everyone to submit his/her tickets, stubs and
money as soon as possible. This is imperative. |
must get the tallies done in a timely manner.

We Servel
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In reviewing the past year, | had some thoughts
about why | am a Lion.

First, a poem written by Alan Daninhirsch, a Past
District Governor of MD23, often used when | am
asked to do an invocation at a luncheon meeting.

To me, it just about says it all.

If | were not a Lion,

Millions would not see.
If I were not a Lion,

How sad this world would be.
If I were not a Lion,

Who would fill the need?
If | were not a Lion,

Would anybody heed?
But God has made us Lions, all

To serve our fellow man.
He made us stand, a million strong

For all his mighty plan.
So here we are assembled,

The Lions bell to ring.
God, look down upon this place

And bless our gathering.
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Secondly, some accomplishments of the Danbury
Lions Club in 2007:

100 pairs of glasses for Danbury schoalldren
who could not afford them.

An eye screening in conjunction with Homeless
Connect, where we found 43 homeless peog
need of eye exams and glasses.

With the help of Union Savings Bank, we se-
cured a defibrillator for the Senior Center.

6 college scholarships of $1,500 each to deserv-
ing students.

Thousands of dollars worth of low vision aids
for sight impaired people in the Danbury area.

The many other projects provided by the
$41,000 Lions Charities Budget.

Hours of volunteer time to read for CRIS radio,
and funds to maintain the Danbury and Windsor
studios.

More hours of volunteer time to speak at and
help the Low Vision Support Group.

Club members and family bell ringers to raise
funds for the Salvation Army.

$52,000 for SightFirst Il to help gvide funds t
fight river blindness, provide cataract surgéoy
the poor, and help raise $50 million for eye re-
search in the US.

With the exception of Sighirst I, the funds for th
Club’s projects are raised through the efforts of
Danbury club members by selling raffle tickets, in-
viting people and playing in the Annual Golf Tour-
nament, and through the Lions Charities Breakfast.
All this makes me very proud to be a Danbury Lion.



Our annual Christmas luncheon, held on December 20", fea-
tured the Danbury High School Madrigal Singers, under the
direction of Director Joseph Hudson. This very talented
singing group entertained club members and guests as well
as friends from the Danbury Rotary Club and about 40 mem-
bers of our Lions Low Vision Support Group.

Our newly acquired Leo the Lion Low Vision mascot (can you see
the eye glasses?) seemed to enjoy the Christmas luncheon festivi-
ties.
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The following brief summary of the Lions Low Vi-
sion Program is intended to give our new members
an overview of this program, as one of our major
community service activities, and to note one of the
most recent consequences of our Low Vision Sup-
port Group meetings.

Worldwide, a major theme of Lionism is geared to-
ward eye care and sight preservation.

One of many of the programs focusing on this
theme is the Lions Low Vision Program. Always
working in conjunction with the patient’s eye care
professional, the Low Vision Program is designed
to aid those people with severe visual restrictions to
maximize the use of their remaining vision. This is
done by working with an occupational therapist
specifically trained in low vision procedures.
Through counseling and the offering of various
types of low vision aids, such as glasses, magnifi-
ers, etc., the recipient is assisted in carrying the so
called ADL’s, Activities of Daily Living.

This program was started in Danbury in 1998 with
the full cooperation of the Danbury Hospital which
from the beginning has provided the space and the
technicians who perform this work.The Low Vision
Center is located at the Danbury Hospital Rehabili-
tation Center on Main Street in Danbury. Typically,
there is no charge to the patient since most are on
Medicare. The Lions Club provides all devices free
to the patient. The underwriting of this cost is a ma-
jor line item in the Danbury Lions annual bud

and is funded largely by the sale of raffle tickets, a
program currently under way.

As a follow up to visits to the Low Vision Center
there is a Low Vision Support Group meeting held
each month at the Danbury Senior Center with ¢
speakers presenting talks not only relating to vision
issues but on wide-ranging subjects, relating pri-
marily to seniors, who are those most likely to have
serious vision issues.

One of the most recent speakers at the Support
Group meeting was Dr. Samuel Felder, a noted car-
diologist, affiliated with the Danbury Office of Phy-
sicians at the Danbury Hospital. His referema the

use of a heart defibrillator as a life-saving device
sparked the interest in obtaining such a unit for the

Danbury Senior Center. Through the combined in-
terest and efforts of Dr. Felder, the Danbury Lions
and the financial support of Union Savings Bank, a
defibrillator was purchased last month and is now
on hand at the Senior Center.

Club members had a few laughs wiidre News-
Timesmisidentified former Lion Past President
Tom Frizzell as someone eldmit setting that asid

a defibrillator and CPR training program will com-
mence at the Senior Center on Januaf{ @&h
several Lions members participating to bring cur-
rent their CPR certification. There will also be sev-
eral members of the Senior Center staff participat-
ing in the training program.

Moving beyond the boundaries of our own club,
Treasurer and current Zone Chairman, Lyn Meyers
thought enough of the defibrillator program to pose
the propositions to the seven club zone members
that they provide at least one such device in their
respective communities, either at the local senior
center or some other appropriate location. The cost
of a defibrillator is somewhat less than $1,500.00.
Results of this suggestion at the Januafy Zéne
meeting met with great interest and enthusiasm.

Tehy say olny srmat poelpe can raed this:

| cdnuolt blveiee taht | cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd
waht | was rdanieg. The phaonmneal pweor of the
hmuan mnid, aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at
Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, is that it deosn't mttaer in
waht oredr the lItteers in a wrod are, the olny ipr-
moatnt tihng is taht the frist and Isat Itteer be in the
rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you
can sitll raed it wouthit a porbelm

Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed
ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe.
Amzanig huh?

And | awlyas tghuhoslpeling was ipmorantt!
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Lion Roger Martin is the third generation of his family
to have glaucoma; (both his mother and grandmother
were blinded by the disease). Roger was challenged in
1997 by his mother’s glaucoma specialist, Dr. Robert
Ritch of the NY Eye and Ear Infirmary, to make a dif-
ference. Dr. Ritch suggested joining a local Lions Club.
Within a week Roger joined the Devon Lions Club and
became the Lions Eye Health Program Representative
and within a month became District 23A LEHP Chair-
man as well as State LEHP advisor and Founder of the
Connecticut Lions Eye Health, Glaucoma and Diabetic
Eye Screening Programs. Roger has been chairman of
the MD23 Lions Eye Health Program for the past five
years

Roger was one of the very first glaucoma activists in the
United States to use the FDT Field of Vision Analyzer
which has made Glaucoma screenings legitimate. He
also was one of the first to use Non Mydryatic retinal
imaging and was featured by Topcon of North America
at the ARVO Scientific meeting as a pioneer in the fi

For the first three years of the CT MD23 LEHP Glau-
coma Screening Program, Roger attended every screen-
ing conducted by Lions and worked with over 20 differ-
ent organizations. As a result, he was conducting screen-
ings 6 days a week with over 10,000 people being
screened.

At one such screening Roger met Marie Keorner; they
were married within a year. Roger and Marie took their
honeymoon in Toronto, Canada, conducting a glaucoma
screening for The Seventh Day Adventists World Con-
ference where they Screened 3,100 people from 131 dif-
ferent nations in 7 twelve hour days with Lions and doc-
tors from 20 different nations.

The Seventh Day World TV and Radio Station allowed
Roger to give a “Glaucoma Awareness Message” to
every country in attendance which was translated simul-
taneously into that nation’s native language! It was at

this event that Marie had her eyes screened, even though
she worked as a lasik and cataract coordinator, she had
not had a dilated eye exam, because her vision was
20/20 and 20/15. That screening saved her life as a tu-
mor was discovered on her retina!

Lions Clubs International named the CT LEHP screen-
ing initiative a Pilot Program for the United States, w
over 25 teaching hospitals and universities have adopted
the CT Lions screening registration protocol at least to
some degree.

Roger has faced homelessness in spending his life’s sav-
ings doing glaucoma screenings across the U.S.

Among some of the highlights were being the first lay
person to make presentations to the Scientific Advisory
Board of Directors of the American Academy of Oph-
thalmology, to seven international medical missions, to
conducting Mission Cataract programs for three doctors
that provided more than 300 free cataract surgeries in
CT, NY and MA, to setting up screenings for both the
American Academy of Ophthalmology and the Ameri-
can Optometric Association at their national meetings
and getting network TV coverage for both.

He has given lecturers on the subject of community
glaucoma screening at the American Academy of Oph-
thalmology, the American Optometric Association, the
American Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgeons
Association, the Volunteer Eye Surgeons Association,
Association of Schools and Collages of Optometry/, 19
Annual Duke Glaucoma Symposium, Unite for Sight
International Meetings at Yale, Stanford University and
Harvard, and this year he will be the keynote speaker at
the National Medical Associations Ophthalmology Sec-
tion Annual Dinner and at the Cordes Honor Society
Lecture University of San Francisco School of Medi-
cine.

The Roman Barnes Society of the American Academy
of Ophthalmology hamed Roger as its “Community Ser-
vice Award” recipient”, Readers Digest calls him an
“Every Day Hero”, he was the CT Board of Education
Services for the Blind "Baldwin Award” recipient”, has
10 Progressive Melvin Jones Fellowships, is a Knifht o
the Blind, a Helen Keller Sight Award winner, has an
International Presidents Certificate of Appreciation,
Connecticut Magazines “Standing Tall” award, the JC
Penny “State Golden Rule Award”.

Publications that have run articles on him include The
New-Times, USA Today, Ophthalmology Times, Op-
tometric/Management Review of Ophthalmology, Oph-
thalmology Management, Review of Optometry and
over a 150 newspaper articles with more than four f

of network TV time.

Rogers’s sight was saved by his doctor’s choice of
medications. After 5 different meds failed to halt pro-
gression of his battle with glaucoma, Dr. Ritch wrote a
letter telling Allergan that their new medication Lumi-

gan had been working for Roger when no other med
had. Allergan management went to San Francisco where

Lion Roger was conducting a community Sendoeirse
when they named him their spokesperson and glaucoma
activist.

Continued on pagé
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Roger speaks to doctors and volunteer groups all across a few years back, the Lions of Connecticut ap-

the nation about community service and then comes
back and sets up glaucoma screenings with them and
encourages them to partner with local Lions Clubs.
Roger introduced Allergan to LCIF and they have since
joined in a partnership. First Argan gave a $100,000
grant to fund the LEHP program for their CD ROM
“The LEHP Community Education Kit” along with The
NEI Glaucoma pmphlet and a pamphlet that explains
the LEHP prgram on “How You Can Help Save Sigt
This year Roger worked with Allergan to bring another
$75,000 dollar grant to LCIF in a complete Aller-
gan/LCIF partnership called “All Eyes on the Family”.
This gave Roger the opportunity to work with 10 Lions
districts across the U.S. in conducting glaucoma screen-
ings.

To date Lion Roger has over $300,000 dollars in oadi
equipment donated to various countries, UrsitErs ant
Connecticut’'s LEHP Program. In addition, Roger has
applied for, and will receive, a $7,500 grant for the CT
Lions.

His mission has taken him to 45 states and he has flown
more than 1,400,000 miles while being involved in the
screening of over 150,000 people. The National Medical
Association has honored CT Lion Roger Martin by nam-
ing their glaucoma screening initiative after him; The
NMA/Roger Martin Gliucoma Screening Initiative can

be found on the National Medical Association Website.
Art Davies, in his CLERF Presidential address, stated,
“Roger Martin has saved the sight of more people than
any other lion | know.”

Roger Martin and Marie reside at 2 Powder Horn Lane
in New Milford, CT 06776. Drop him a note or e-mail
him atlehpmartin@juno.comand let him know what an
asset he is and how proud we are of him.

pointed a committee to collect information about
the Lions clubs and projects in our state and to pub-
lish their findings in a bool&\ Brief History of Li-
onism in Connecticut, 2007 Editiowhich is now
ready for sale.

Our printer shipped the books in gtignin time for
the Lions MidWinter Conference on Februaf 1

This is an attractive 400 page, hard bound book
containing a storybout every club and major func-
tion that Lions have held in our state. It also in-
cludes lists of Melvin Jones Fellows, Knights of the
Blind and other awards as well as past offices that
have been held by members.

To get a peek at this book's attractive cover, and
read more about the work that went into the book,
please visitttp://lionwap.org/cthistorylionismYou

will also be able to order the book online at this site.

This book will make you proud to be a Lion.
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The Lions Club of Danbury and CRIS Radio would
like to thank the Goodrich Helping Hands program
for its continued support of CRIS Radio

The CRIS program is a reading program for the
blind and print-handicapped in the Greater By
Area. The News-Times is read three times a day,
and 24 hour programming includes readings from
numerous publications. The Danbury CRIS Studio
is run by 40 volunteers who read on a weekly basis
to the 350 listeners in the area.

The amount of the donation was $2,800. This dona-
tion comes to us through the Helping Hands Pro-
gram at Goodrich which is funded by employee do-
nations that the company matches! The employees
decide who will receive gifts from this fund.

Kristin Watson, EOS Controller of Goodrich, presents Kate
Shea, CRIS Studio Coordinator, with a check for $2,800
from Helping Hands of Goodrich while Keith Beaver, Lions
Club of Danbury President, looks on.
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February is Heart Health Month and our club is
once again looking for members who want to learn
Adult CPR and how to use an AED (Automated
External Defibrillator) machine.

The class can hold up to six people. So far, we
two signed up. If we get more than four more, we
can make arrangements for a second training class.

Susan Tomanio has been gracious enough to offer
us space at the Danbury Senior Center for our use
as a thank you to us for helping the Senior Center
obtain a defibrillator.

Exact date and time will be determined once we
have a final count for class members. The cost per
person is $45.00.

Please contactancy@wjmanion.coror call 203-
438-4206 to sign up for the class.

Time is of the essence, so contact Nancy now to let
her know that you want to become a member of the
the Lions Life Savers Corps!

Danbury
Lions
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Our Lions Low Vision Program is often the recipient of dona-
tions of various devices which are passed along to LV Sup-
port Group members who have need for such devices. Ed
Wicks, left, the Support Group Program Chairman, is shown
with Rudy Behrens who is displaying an oversized universal
TV remote control unit which was donated to our program
and won by Rudy in a (no cost) raffle during a recent Support
Group meeting.

The real participants in the acquisition of the defibrillator for
the Danbury Senior Center are: Dr. Sam Felder, left, Fran
Hendrickson of the Senior Center, Lion PP and Chairman of
the Board of Union Savings Bank, Tom Frizzell, and John
Kline, President and CEO of Union Savings Bank.

have such a unit.

Zone Chairman, Danbury Club Treasurer and PP, Lyn Meyers, right,
shows the heart defibrillator unit to Doug Stram and "Magic" Marty
Steinberg, who represent the New Fairfield Lions and Candlewood
Lions Clubs. These clubs may undertake a project to acquire a defi-
brillator for the New Fairfield Senior Center which currently does not
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The Lions Club of Danbury recognized Afifi Igb

a student at Rogers Park Middle School, as the
citywide winner of the Lions International Peace
Poster Contest.

Afifa received a Lions International Certificate of
Achievement, a gift certificate to the Teacher-
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Parent Store and a United States Savings Bond for4 B

her efforts.

Sidney Purdue, a student at St. Gregory the Great
School, was the winner for her school. She also
received a Lions International Certificate of
Achievement and a gift certificate to the Teacher-
Parent Store.

Afifa attended the Lions luncheon on January, 11
2008. She was accompanied by her father, Mu-
hammed, and her art teacher, Gabrielle Apuzzo
from Rogers Park Middle School. Afifa spoke to
the Club and thanked all for the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a competitive contest.
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We will no longer be collecting printer toner and

ink cartridges since the company we’ve been work-
ing with will no longer be accepting them. How-
ever, we will still be collecting old cell phones for
recycling.




